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Family celebrates 
home from Habitat 
for Humanity
By Peter Goonan 

pgoonan@repub.com

Ana Castro said she never 
would have been able to realize 
her dream of homeownership 
without the aid of Greater 
Springfield Habitat for Hu-
manity, numerous volunteers 
and the city of Springfield.

She and some of her children 
gathered outside the newly 
built home at 39 James St., in 
Six Corners, joined by Habitat 
for Humanity officials, volun-
teers, and Mayor Domenic J. 
Sarno, for a dedication cere-
mony that left her in tears.

“Everyone is so kind,” Castro 
said. “We’ve been blessed. It 
touched my heart. Knowing 
that my children are finally 
going to have a home that they 
can say is home — permanent 
— and not having to move, 
worrying about traffic and 
what not. My kids are super 
excited.”

Their prior home was an 
apartment in a building in 
Springfield with no back yard, 
she said.

The new house on James 
Street with a large back yard 
was the 54th house built 
by Habitat for Humanity in 
Springfield, and is being fol-
lowed immediately by a house 
on Bay Street, said Aimee 
Giroux, executive director of 
the regional organization.

Habitat for Humanity began 
the Castro family house 
project in November of 2019 
with grant assistance from the 

city’s HOME fund program 
and more than 200 volunteers. 
There were some delays in the 
house project related to the 
coronavirus but the family will 
be ready to move in during 
May..

Habitat provides housing 
with the purpose of empow-
ering low-income families to 
improve their lives, and to help 
strengthen communities, by 
the purchase of an affordable 
home, Habitat officials said.

The new homeowners are 

directly involved, providing 
“sweat equity,” by giving a few 
hundred hours of labor toward 
the new home or fully renovat-
ed home, officials said.

Sarno, said he was glad to see 
a “beautiful family” benefit-
ting from and contributing to 
the project that also strength-
ens the street and the neigh-
borhood.

Castro is a single mother who 
works and has raised nine chil-
dren including two children 
who died.

Yesterday, Habitat provided 
her with two plants for the 
yard, donated in memory of 
her two children. She also 
received a Bible, a religious 
cross, and the keys to the 
house.

Volunteers who helped with 
the house project included 
youth from the YWCA Youth 
Build, AmeriCorps NCCC 
teams, Community Works, and
students from local colleges.

Castro said her children “are 
my rock.’

“I’m so excited,” Castro 
said. “I wouldn’t be able to do 
this without Habitat. There’s 
no way. I wouldn’t have even 
known what to do. I am so 
blessed. This was a spur of the 
moment choice I made, and it 
has been blessing after bless-
ing since I made that choice.”

Castro was joined by some of 
her children: Yainalee Morales, 
16; Icyana Morales, 11; Wil-
berto Moralies, 8; and Xavier 
Morales, 7.

It was Habitat’s third house 
built on James Street, located 
off Walnut Street.

SPRINGFIELD

‘Everyone 
is so kind’

By Ron Chimelis 

rchimelis@repub.com

Nancy Connor says the state 
Travel and Tourism Recovery 
Grant program is a blessing 
that comes at just the right 
time.

“Marketing dollars are so 
important. We need to reach 
out and let people know we’re 
here, and welcome them to 
be part of our communities,” 
explains Connor, the execu-
tive director of the East of the 
River-Five Town Chamber of 
Commerce.

Her chamber, headquartered 
in East Longmeadow, this 
week received a $23,457 grant 
as part of the nearly $300,000 
distributed by the state Office 
of Travel and Tourism to West-
ern Massachusetts agencies 
and organizations in a pro-
gram to bolster the tourism 
industry amid the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The program spread 59 
grants worth $1.6 million 
throughout the state on Tues-
day.  The Springfield Muse-
ums, Spirit of Springfield, the 
Greater Springfield Chamber 
of Commerce and Old Stur-
bridge Village are among those 
on the list. Of the Western 
Massachusetts recipients, the 
Amherst Area Chamber of 
Commerce will receive the 
largest grant of $116,655.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito said 
during a livestream announce-
ment that, as difficult as the 
pandemic has been, the inabil-
ity to enjoy the state’s special 

character through tourism has 
created a new appreciation for 
what has always been there.

“We don’t take anything we 
have in the commonwealth for 
granted. We cherish it, we love 
it and we want to nurture it,” 
Polito said. “People are feeling 
healthier and more com-
fortable in getting out. The 
(coronavirus) vaccine is out in 
full force. We (want to) have 
our state covered from one end 
to the other.”

The Amherst grant is ear-
marked for “a comprehensive 
marketing campaign including 
brand development, content 
creation, website develop-

ment and optimization, digital 
advertising, photography, and 
video production,” according 
to the travel and tourism office.

The Greater Springfield 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
will receive $47,500 for its 
partnership with the Spring-
field regional chamber and 
its Minority Business Council 
on the “Hidden Gems of the 
Gateway Cities” effort. The 
program highlights women- 
and minority-owned business-
es in Springfield, Chicopee, 
Holyoke and Westfield.

The Williamstown Chamber 
of Commerce was granted 
$25,735 for its “Escape to 

Williamstown” a multifac-
eted marketing campaign to 
include an enhanced visitors 
guide, advertising, social me-
dia and banners.

The Springfield Museums 
and the Sterling and Francine 
Clark Art Institute in Wil-
liamstown will each receive 
$24,500. The Springfield 
Museums will market “Seuss 
in Springfield” with a state-
wide campaign to leverage the 
Dr. Seuss brand and cultural 
assets of the city of Springfield 
through the video creation and 
digital advertising.

The Clark Art Institute 
will promote “Go West,” a 

campaign to drive stronger 
attendance from eastern Mas-
sachusetts through additional 
billboard promotions and a 
concentrated social media 
campaign with targeted mar-
keting.

The East of the River-Five 
Town Chamber of Commerce, 
which represents East Long-
meadow, Hampden, Long-
meadow, Ludlow and Wilbra-
ham, was allocated $23,457. 
Connor says the funds are 
earmarked digital and print 
advertising, web site devel-
opment and video. She says 
that during tough economic 
times, marketing budgets 
are usually among the first to 
be cut, which can become a 
self-defeating tactic because 
marketing is not a disposable 
commodity of the tourism 
industry, but its lifeblood. 

“News of this award couldn’t 
come at a better time,” said 
executive director Nancy Con-
nor. “It looks like our doors are 
opening and our customers 
are coming back. It gives us 
marketing funds that we can 
develop and invest.”

A significant part of the 
ERC5 media budget will be 
committed to reaching out to 
minorities, people of color and 
those with disabilities. Connor 
notes that 123,000 Latino 
individuals reside in Hampden 
County, and the Black commu-
nity will also be an important 
part of the campaign.

James Donahue, chairman 
and CEO of Old Sturbridge 

Village, says the history 
museum lost 150,000 visitors 
last year. He greeted visitors 
during the livestream with 
Polito and said the village is 
coming back.

State support will allow Old 
Sturbridge Village to employ 
“21st century marketing tech-
niques, even though we inter-
pret an 18th century village,” 
Donahue said.

The town of Ware will 
receive $12,143 for branding 
banners and a media mar-
keting project that includes 
production of a promotional 
video, television, radio, digital 
advertising and social media 
ads.

Spirit of Springfield was 
granted $11,861 for multichan-
nel marketing of the popular 
Christmas season Bright 
Nights at Forest Park. The plan 
includes online marketing, an 
email campaign, and a market-
ing advertising package with 
the American Bus Association.

SPRINGFIELD

State grants boost post-COVID tourism

Children ride the seven-hump Wump at The Amazing World of Dr. Seuss Museum in 2019. The 
Springfield Museums Tuesday received a $24,500 state grant to promote the Seuss brand. 
(HOANG ‘LEON’ NGUYEN / THE REPUBLICAN FILE PHOTO)

“Everyone is so kind. We’ve been blessed. 
It touched my heart. Knowing that my 
children are finally going to have a home 
that they can say is home — permanent — 
and not having to move, worrying about 
traffic and what not. My kids are super 
excited.”
Ana Castro, Springfield resident

national and from around the 
world, Vogel said.

Construction would take 18 
months to two years once it 
begins, Vogel says.

The idea is to get ideas from 
labs into the marketplace.

“Smart people in academia 
and the private sector are 

going to be working together 
in that building to create new 
products and new ways to 
manufacture those products,” 
says former state Sen. Stanley 
C. Rosenberg, now a principal 
with nuForj. “It’s now finally 
coming together here in 
Amherst.”

The name Eruptor is being 
used, according to Vogel, be-
cause he envisions technology 
coming out of the building 

like a volcano and flowing 
across the land.

Rosenberg is doing gov-
ernment liaison work for the 
project, meeting with the 
university, state and federal 
officials and with the town. 
The permitting process be-
gins soon, he says.

The project will bring 75 
jobs for technicians and oth-
ers employed by The Eruptor, 
not counting researchers and 

others assigned to the build-
ing by employers making use 
of the facilities.

UMass Amherst and nuForj 
have in place a memorandum 
of understanding that estab-
lishes a framework to work 
together to identify and evalu-
ate opportunities for research 
and development projects, 
including pursuit of external 
funding support, according 
to university spokesman Ed 

Blaguszewski.
Discussions are ongoing 

about possible joint projects. 
The university has no finan-
cial stake in development of 
The Eruptor, Blaguszewski 
says.

The university and nuForj 
have also signed a nonbind-
ing letter of intent for UMass 
to lease 3,500 square feet 
of office-lab-manufacturing 
space in The Eruptor building 

for use by the Transportation 
Center, a unit within the Col-
lege of Engineering.

On the state level, the proj-
ect has $1 million from a state 
economic development bond 
bill that Gov. Charlie Baker 
signed into law in January. But
according to the office of cur-
rent state Sen. Jo Comerford, 
D-Northampton, that provi-
sion has not been used yet to 
borrow or spend money.
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Above, Ana Castro speaks 
during a ceremony to present 
her and her family the keys to 
their new Habitat for Human-
ity home on James Street in 
Springfield.  Children from left 
are, Yainalee Morales, 16, Xavi-
er Morales, 7, Icyana Morales, 
11, and Wilberto Morales, 8. At 
left, people gather for the ded-
ication of the newest Habitat 
for Humanity home, given to 
the Morales family. For more 
photos, visit MassLive.com. 
(DON TREEGER / THE REPUBLICAN)  

“News of this award 
couldn’t come at 
a better time. It 
looks like our doors 
are opening and 
our customers are 
coming back. It 
gives us marketing 
funds that we can 

develop 
and 
invest.”
Nancy Connor, 
East of the 
River-Five 

Town Chamber of Commerce
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Justin D. Loughran
02/10/1984 - 04/22/2006

Fifteen years have passed 
since you left us. You are 

always with us as you were 
unforgettable. With your 

smiles, hugs, and great stories, 
we will carry you with us 

always.
Love Forever Mom,
Dad and Anthony

In Loving 
Memory of

Michael G. Uliana
4/22/1947 - 1/22/2011

Your Memory to us is a
Precious Keepsake, with 
which we will never part. 

Though God has you in his 
keeping, we will always have 

you in our Heart.
~

With Love,  from his
 Family and Friends.

In Loving 
Memory of

AGAWAM
“Darkness cannot drive out 

darkness, only light can do that.  
Hate cannot drive out hate, 
only love can do that.”  John 
C. Giordano, 59, was granted 
access to the eternal slumber 
on Sunday, April 18th, 2021. 
His parents Giuseppe and Jane 
gave John the tools, early in 
life, which helped him become 
a master Carpenter, devoted 
brother, conscientious neighbor, 
and the achievement he was 
most proud of: Fatherhood.  
Survived  by his brothers Frank 
and Jimmy, as well as his sisters 
Annie and Lisa, John joins his 
brothers, Joey, Afonso, and 
Mario as they watch over family 
and friends.  John lost countless 
jobs and opportunities making 

One example; John lost his job, 
needing to take time off for his 
son’s asthma.  Seamlessly, he 
found a place for both he and 
his son to stay, while searching 
for a new job and making sure 
his son could breathe.  John 
was an expert at never losing 
perspective on what truly held 

value in his life:  Family.  Thank 
you to teaching us what in life 
should always hold meaning.  
You will forever live in our 
hearts.  John’s visiting hours will 

Curran-Jones Funeral Home 
Friday from 4:00  - 7:00pm.  For 
online condolences please visit 
curranjones.com.

John C. Giordano
1962 - 2021

IN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAM


