
NEWS December  
2020

“Raise the Roof” marks first 
virtual event for GSHFH
On Dec. 3, Greater 

Springfield Habitat for 
Humanity (GSHFH) 

presented its first-ever online 
event. Named “Raise the Roof,” 
the 20-minute Zoom presentation 
invited guests to watch video clips 
and view Executive Director Aimee 
Giroux as she spoke about the 
highlights and challenges of 2020.

“This has certainly been an 
interesting year for us as it has 
been for everyone,” Aimee said 
during the presentation. “We miss 
not being able to have our regular 
fundraising events to see our 
friends, volunteers, and donors. 
But, we still wanted to take some 
time to share what we have been 
working on since we were last able Continued on Page 2

Now through 8pm on Tuesday, 
Dec. 22, Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity (GSHFH) 
is hosting a holiday gingerbread 
house contest. Your holiday 
house must be made of all 
edible ingredients and doesn’t 
necessarily have to be built from 
gingerbread. Graham crackers 
work great. “Charcuterie chalets” 
are welcomed. Be creative! Keep 
it simple and make it fun. 

When finished, give your 
creation a name, take a picture 
of it, and share it with us on 
our Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/gshfh). The 
picture will also be shared on our 
website page. The holiday house 
that receives the most “likes” by 
8pm on Dec. 22 will win a $50 
ReStore gift card and bragging 
rights. What will you create?

Join our holiday 
gingerbread 
house contest

give. volunteer.  
donate. shop today.

301 E. Main St,
Westfield, MA 01085

(413) 642-8990

Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity (GSHFH) Executive Director Aimee 
Giroux speaks during Dec. 3’s “Raise the Roof” virtual event.
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to come together and celebrate.”
Aimee spoke of three home 

repair projects and a home 
dedication. In a video clip, GSHFH 
Construction Manager Sheri Green 
showed the progress of two homes 
amid construction. Debbie O’Mara, 
GSHFH Family Services manager, 
shared her perspectives on why 
Habitat is important and what it 
means to her. 

“I just love impacting people’s 
lives this way,” said Debbie in her 
video clip. “I love being a part of a 
team with great people who care 
and have a lot of compassion for 
others, and this work speaks to 
my soul. At my age, that’s really 

https://www.facebook.com/gshfh
https://www.facebook.com/gshfh


How long have you been a 
GSHFH staffer? I started working 
for Habitat this past May.

What attracted you to this 
position and what do you hope to 
accomplish? I’ve always admired 
Habitat’s mission of building homes 
and encouraging community. It’s 
been a great opportunity to pass on 
some carpentry skills, learn some 
new ones, and build homes for 
some wonderful families. 

Who is your hero? Anyone working 
in the field in healthcare these days.

Would you rather vacation in 
Alaska or Hawaii and why? Alaska. 
I love winter and I’ve never been.

What’s the most unusual thing 
you’ve eaten? Alligator. It does not 
taste like chicken. 

If you had a warning label, what 
would it say? Feed when cranky!

What did you want to be when you 
were small? A basketball player. 

SPOTLIGHT ON
Mary Melchiskey 

Construction Site Supervisor 
of Northampton, MA

Continued from Page 1

Sheri Green, Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity (GSHFH) Construction 
manager, talks about progress made at a build site in Springfield.

Debbie O’Mara, Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity (GSHFH) Family 
Services manager, talks about the 
importance of Habitat.

Follow us on social media
GSHFH

ReStore

Please give this 
holiday season. Your 
year-end DONATION 
helps raise spirits, 

dreams, and homes.
To give, go to 

habitatspringfield.org/donate
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important to me.”
The presentation also showed 

clips of two partner families 
celebrating as they received 
exciting in-person visits confirming 
their acceptance into the 
homeownership program. Another 
partner family took part in the 
commemorative burning of their 
mortgage documents after they 
paid it off. 

Other video clips included 
GSHFH’s Board of Directors 
creating a sign that will be 
autographed by volunteers and 
given to a partner family at their 
dedication, and a piece about 
ReStore, Habitat’s thrift store. 

“Events like ‘Raise the Roof’ 
are so important in helping us 
to generate critical funds in 
support of our mission to build 
safe, decent, and affordable 
houses here in Hampden County,” 
said John O’Farrell, GSHFH 
Fundraising and Volunteer 
coordinator and Raise the Roof 
event organizer. “In addition, we 
have the pleasure of working 
with each of our partner families 
in building hope and optimism 
for a brighter future and only 
through the generous support of 
our donors, community partners, 
volunteers, and staff, are we able 
to make dreams come true for our 
partner families.”  

The presentation wrapped 
with announcements about 
our Raise the Roof online 
auction, which concludes at 
9pm on Sunday, Dec. 13, and 
an invitation to join our holiday 
gingerbread house contest. 

To view the presentation in 
its entirety without the original 
hiccups, go to https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=PAjbNd0RUlw

To participate in the 
online auction, go to https://
www.32auctions.com/
GSHFHonlineauction2020

To learn more about the holiday 
gingerbread house contest, go to 
https://www.habitatspringfield.org/
gingerbread-house-contest

Greater Springfield Habitat for 
Humanity (GSHFH) Board of Directors 
Vice President Justin Roberts holds 
the finished “Home Sweet Home” sign 
made by the board. 

Thank you to our gold and silver sponsors, 

Photo credit: AP Images

The 2020 Rockefeller Center Christmas tree is a 75-foot-tall Norway 
Spruce that is 45 feet wide and weighs 11 tons. The tree hails from 
Oneota, New York, and is lit by 50,000 multi-colored LED lights. When the 
tree is taken down in early January 2021, it will be milled into lumber and 
used to help a Habitat partner family build their home. Lumber from the 
famous tree has been donated every year since 2007.

Did you know? 
The Rockefeller Christmas tree 
benefits Habitat for Humanity
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The certificate commemorates the Olivieris’ accomplishment of paying off 
their mortgage.

Partner family participates 
in celebratory ritual
Anibal and Evelyn Olivieri recently achieved an epic homeowner milestone. 
They paid off the mortgage to their Springfield home. The Olivieris bought 
the duplex from Greater Springfield Habitat for Humanity in November 
1989. They made their final payment in September 2020. The traditional 
mortgage burning ceremony to commemorate the accomplishment occured in 
November. Anibal said when they bought the house, their children were knee-
high in height. Now, their children are grown and have families of their own. 

Anibal Olivieri (left) waves. His 
wife Evelyn holds a cake made to 
celebrate the occasion after the 
mortgage burned. 

The Olivieris’ own the two-story unit to 
the right.

Debbie O’Mara, GSHFH Family Services manager, hands Evelyn Olivieri (right)
a certificate celebrating the end of mortgage payments. To see the video of 
the Olivieris burning a copy of the mortage, go to https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=tJYbhcX2FPs

A copy of the Olivieris’ mortgage 
burns.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tJYbhcX2FPs
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