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Single mother plants roots in new 
Springfield home for her two children

Marielis and her two children pose in 
her living room Oct. 15.

Her long-sleeved black top 
bearing the single word 
“unfiltered” says it all. 

Though shy at first, the 7-year-
old girl shifts her weight from leg 
to leg. She cautiously says she 
wants to be a doctor that cures 
cancer when she grows up. While 
she speaks, her brother leans 
over a contemporary gray chaise 
lounge in the next room watching 
cartoon singalong songs on a cell 
phone and sucking on a pacifier. 
As she gains her confidence, she 
speaks about her love for dance 
and demonstrates the moves she 
knows. Naturally, she loves her 
new house that her family moved 
into this past summer. She has 
her own bedroom where she plays 
with her Barbies, and the living 
room where she and her friends 

Marielis’s new home is decorated for 
Halloween. 

make “snow” angels on the plush 
living room area rug. It could be the 
perfect life for a 7-year-old girl. It’s 
certainly the upbringing her mother 
dreamed for her. 
    Standing beside her daughter, 
Marielis said this is exactly what 
she hoped to provide for her 
children and the very reason she 
moved her family from New Jersey 
to Western Massachusetts in 2016.  
    “My kids love the house. They 
love everything about it,” Marielis 
said. “They can run, play, scream, 
and listen to music without a 
problem.” 
    Marielis’s journey with Greater 
Springfield Habitat for Humanity 
(GSHFH) began in late 2018-early 
2019 when the apartment she 
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On Dec. 3, Greater Springfield 
Habitat for Humanity (GSHFH) 
will introduce a live stream event 
and online auction called “Raise 
the Roof.” Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, GSHFH cannot host 
the traditional “Feastival” event, 
but asks supporters to back this 
occasion. 

The live stream portion will 
include testimonials from our 
partner families, a review of all 
the progress we have made 
this year despite the challenges 
of COVID-19, and an update 
on future projects ahead 
as we continue to provide 
safe, decent, and affordable 
housing for our partner families 
throughout Hampden County.  
The online auction will begin 
Dec. 1 and close Dec. 13. 

For more information, 
contact John O’Farrell, 
Volunteer and Fundraiser 
coordinator, at ofarrell@
habitatspringfield.org or (413) 
739-5503 x1006.

Mark your 
calendars: “Raise 
the Roof” coming 
in December

give. volunteer.  
donate. shop today.

301 E. Main St,
Westfield, MA 01085

(413) 642-8990
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family to grow.  
   “This is the answer to my 
prayers of home ownership and 
the unbelievable opportunity 
to pay for home that is mine 
instead of rent for an apartment 
that will never be mine; a place 
of my own for me and my 
children to feel at home and 
make ours instead of having to 
follow someone else’s rules,” 
she said.

lived in had been condemned. 
Forced to move out, she and 
her two children moved in with a 
family member and set up their 
temporary home in one room.  
    Marielis wanted more for her 
children. “I’m trying to teach them 
anything is possible,” she said.  
    With GSHFH she saw 
opportunity and soon began the 
process. 
    Marielis embraced the plan, 
said Debbie O’Mara, GSHFH 
Family Services manager.  
    “Marielis was engaged, 
organized, and willing to help 
whenever we reached out to her,” 
Debbie said. “She helped with our 
events and was a big part of our 
successes on both occasions.” 
    In July, her two-story, three-
bedroom home in the Brightwood 
neighborhood of Springfield was 
completed. Her favorite space is 
the large kitchen, which Marielis 
adores and often jokes about 
how she kicks family and friends 
out of it when she entertains, and 
the house offers room for her 
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A collage of framed pictures hangs in 
Marielis’s home. The frame is adorned 
with “bling,” a theme in her home. 

The importance  
of voting

How long have you been a board 
member? I believe April 2020 was 
my first month.

Why did you join the GSHFH Board 
of Directors? I feel GSHFH’s mission 
of providing safe and affordable 
homes for local families changes 
the trajectory of the homeowner, 
each member of the family, and the 
community they live in.

What attracted you to the role and 
what do you hope to accomplish 
in this position? I was looking for 
a volunteering opportunity that I felt 
strongly about; as well as, to see the 
positive effects on my community.

If you could invite any three 
people (past, present, historical, 
famous, family, fiction, or 
friend) to dinner, who would you 
invite, why, and what would be 
served? This may not be exciting, 
but I would bring my Poppop 
(paternal grandfather), my father, 
and mother. Having lost them 
10-45 years ago, I would take 
the opportunity to play Hearts, 
ask more about their lives and 
our family history. Dinner would 
be one of the family’s traditional 
Sunday dinners, including pot roast 
with roasted vegetables; mashed 
potatoes and my Mommom’s 
homemade Shoo-fly pie.

If you could live anywhere, where 
would it be? I love everything about 
New England. It has great cities; 
great beaches by the ocean; lakes; 
mountains and the four seasons 
to name a few things. I can visit 
anywhere, but New England is home.

Would you rather ride a bike, 
ride a horse, or drive a car? 
Drive a car, because it can take me 
almost anywhere.

Who would you want to be 
stranded with on a deserted 
island? Again, this may be boring. 
I would bring my husband, who 
has great Boy Scout skills and who 
I like spending time with.

Do you believe in the Great 
Pumpkin? Yes – I have faith that 
people are good and great things 
can and will happen.

SPOTLIGHT ON
Janet Rosenkranz, 

Board member
of East Longmeadow, MA

Sure, you’ve heard the 
rhetoric, “2020 is the most 
important election in history,” 

but putting politics aside, why? 
A vote in the simplest form is a 

formal decision and when a group 
of votes are tallied, change occurs.  

When someone chooses to forgo 
an opportunity to vote, that person 
surrenders their voice. There are 
consequences to such decisions, 
which can include how taxpayer dollars 
are spent and/or policy changes.

Don’t sacrifice your voice. Make 
it heard. Vote on Nov. 3, 2020.

Follow us on social media
GSHFH

ReStore

https://www.facebook.com/gshfh
https://www.instagram.com/greaterspringfieldhfh/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/GSHFH
https://www.facebook.com/ReStoreWestfield
https://www.instagram.com/restorewestfield/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/RestoreWstfld
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